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Abstrak 
Bahasa mencerminkan pengaruh kuasa sosio-politik di dalam penghasilan berita. 
Bahasa dipenuhi dengan nilai-nilai positif/negatif yang mengetengahkan konsep 
ideologi yang digambarkan oleh (nyah)legitimasi kuasa. Konsep (nyah)legitimasi 
adalah berdasarkan penghujahan sama ada mewajarkan atau menyanggah amalan 
sosio-politik yang terdapat  dalam sektor media Iraq. Meskipun terdapat banyak 
kajian mengenai proses (nyah)legitimasi dalam wacana akhbar, namun struktur 
linguistik yang mendasari proses ini tetap sukar untuk difahami. Oleh itu, kajian ini 
bertujuan mengenal pasti struktur linguistik yang digunakan untuk 
(menyah)legitimasi amalan sosio-politik dan mendedahkan ideologi tersembunyi 
dalam wacana akhbar. Kajian analisis wacana kritis (CDA) ini menggunakan 
pendekatan hubungan dialektik Fairclough (1995a). Data kajian  ialah berita 
mengenai peristiwa pengunduran Angkatan Tentera Amerika (AMF) dari Iraq, yang 
diterbitkan dalam akhbar berbahasa Inggeris Iraq, iaitu The Kurdish Globe (KG). 
Sejumlah enam berita keluaran Disember 2011 dikumpul dan disusun dalam bentuk 
petikan analisis. Linguistik Sistem Fungsional (SFL) juga digunakan untuk 
menganalisis struktur linguistik kategori (nyah)legitimasi yang dikenal pasti melalui 
model van Leeuwen. Kajian ini mengetengahkan tema baru berkaitan peristiwa yang 
dikaji. Selain itu, kajian ini mendedahkan pengaruh amalan politik dan ideologi 
terhadap penghasilan berita melalui bahasa, yang digunakan untuk menyahlegitimasi 
peristiwa yang dikaji berbanding dengan mengesahkannya. Kajian ini juga mengenal 
pasti peranan kata ganti nama diri dan posesif sebagai satu strategi ideologi dalam 
membezakan kumpulan-kumpulan sosial yang terlibat dalam peristiwa  tersebut. 
Kajian ini memaparkan bahawa gambaran peristiwa dan keputusan politik dalam 
wacana akhbar ditentukan oleh konteks dan ideologi organisasi-organisasi media. 
Dapatan kajian ini mencerminkan bahawa wacana akhbar mempunyai signifikan 
dalam membentuk pandangan awam yang cenderung kepada autoriti yang berkuasa 
penuh. Akhir sekali, kajian ini mengkonsepsikan satu kerangka untuk memahami 
perbandingan berasaskan penghujahan yang dilakukan dalam satu wacana dan 
lingkungan konteks yang sama.     
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  iii 
Abstract 
Language reflects the influence of socio-political powers on news production. It is 
loaded with positive/negative values that highlight ideological concepts represented 
by (de)legitimation. The concept of (de)legitimation is based on argumentation that 
either justifies or refutes socio-political practices employed in the Iraqi media sector. 
Though there are plenty of studies on the (de)legitimation process in newspaper 
discourse, the linguistic structures underlying this process remain difficult to be 
understood. Therefore, the current study aims at identifying the linguistic structures 
used to (de)legitimize socio-political practices and reveal hidden ideologies in 
newspaper discourse. This study involves critical discourse analysis (CDA) using 
Fairclough’s (1995a) dialectical relationship approach.  The data comprises news 
stories on the event of American Military Forces’ (AMFs’) withdrawal from Iraq, 
published in the Iraqi English newspaper: The Kurdish Globe (KG). A total of six 
news stories issued during December 2011 were collected and organized into 
excerpts to be analyzed. Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) was also employed 
to analyze the linguistic structures of (de)legitimation categories which were 
identified using van Leeuwen’s model. The study found new themes related to the 
event under investigation. Additionally, the study revealed the influence of political 
and ideological practices on news production through language, which was used to 
delegitimize the event in question rather than legitimizing it. It also identified the 
role of personal and possessive pronouns as ideological strategy in differentiating 
between social groups involved in that event. This study showed that the depiction of 
political events and decisions in newspaper discourse is governed by the context and 
ideologies of media organizations. The findings implied that newspaper discourse 
has a significant part in shaping public opinion in favor of powerful authorities. 
Finally, the study conceptualized a framework for understanding comparison based 
on argumentation made in one discourse and within the same context.    
Keywords: Critical discourse analysis, (De)legitimation, Ideology, Iraq, Newspaper 
discourse 
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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background of the Study 
Newspapers occupy an important role in any modern society since they address its 
political, social, economic, and cultural issues. Newspaper is described as a means of 
“shaping public opinion and policy” (Haque & Sheikh, 1993, p. 1) as well as an 
essential source of information (Babalola, 2002; Njeze, 2013). It widens the range of 
public topics, events and issues their readers are familiar with (Schoenbach, 2005). 
Therefore, newspapers become an essential part in our life due to being a means of 
knowledge and information (Mehta, 2010).  
The importance of newspaper lies in the language used to depict news events. 
Language is defined as “a set of symbols shared by a community to communicate 
meaning and experience” (Jandt, 2004, p. 147). Language is, as asserted by Wodak 
(2001), a medium of domination and social power. It has the power to manipulate, 
reinforce, or (de)legitimize events, practices, or policies made in any society. 
Generally, van Dijk (1996b) regarded power of newspaper as symbolic and 
persuasive. In this sense, newspaper primarily has the potential to control to some 
extent the minds of readers, but not directly their actions, through the effective use of 
language. Lakoff (1973) argued that society is reflected in the language, with the 
values and assumptions held by society being mirrored in the language.  
Consequently, language used in newspaper discourse correlates various social, 
political, economic and cultural values. This shows that the essence of the news has 
changed. Discourse of the news has moved beyond the surface level of the language 
structure. As for Mehta (2010), newspapers provide in-depth analysis for an issue 
The contents of 
the thesis is for 
internal user 
only 
 275 
REFERENCES 
Abioye, T. O. (2009). Typology of rhetorical questions as a stylistic device in 
writing. International Journal of Language Society and Culture, (29), 1–8. 
Ahmadi, H., & Asl, E. S. (2013). Editorials and ideologies. International Journal of 
Science Culture and Sport, 1(4), 11–21. 
Aitchison, J. (2001). Language change: Progress or decoy? (3rd ed.). Cambridge, 
New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Albakry, M. (2007). Usage prescriptive rules in newspaper language. Southern 
Journal of Linguistics, 31, 28–56. 
Ali, S. I., & Devi, V. A. (2013). Role of newspaper in English language teaching. 
International Journal of English and Education, 2(2), 256–259. 
Alireza, B., & Samuel, M. (2012). Headlines in newspaper editorials : A contrastive 
study. International Research Journal of Social Sciences, 1(3), 1–7. 
doi:10.1177/2158244013494863 
Al-Jazeera and agencies. (2010). Last US combat brigade leaves Iraq. Al-
Jazeera.com. 
Al-Jezairy, Z. (2006). The Iraqi press: The heritage of the past and the challenges of 
the future. Copenhagen, Denmark: International Media Support. Retrieved from 
http://www.mediasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/ims-iraqi-heritage-
challenges-2006.pdf 
  276 
Allen, W. (2007). Australian political discourse: Pronominal choice in campaign 
speeches. In I. Mushin & M. Laughren (Eds.), Annual meeting of the Australian 
linguistic society. Brisbane, Australia: School of English, Media & Art History, 
University of Queensland. 
Al-Marashi, I. (2007). The dynamics of Iraq’s media: Ethno-sectarian violence, 
political islam, public advocacy and globalization. Cardozo Arts and 
Entertainment Law Journal, 25, 95-1279. 
Alo, M., & Ajewole-Orimogunje, C. O. (2013). Discourse strategies and ideology in 
selected radio lead news of Osun State broadcasting corporation, Nigeria. 3L: 
The Southeast Asian Journal of English Language Studies, 19(2), 111 – 123. 
Al-Rawi, A., & Gunter, B. (2013). News in Iraq. In B. Gunter & R. Dickinson (Eds.), 
News media in the Arab world: A study of 10 Arab and Muslim countries (pp. 
41–64). New York: Bloomsbury. 
Al-Rawi, A. K. (2012). Media practice in Iraq. New York, Hampshire: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 
Al-Rawi, A. K. (2013). The US influence in shaping Iraq’s sectarian media. 
International Communication Gazette, 75(4), 374-391. 
doi:10.1177/1748048513482261 
Althaus, S., & Tewksbury, D. (2002). Agenda setting and the “ new ” news: Patterns 
of issue importance among readers of the paper and online versions of the New 
York Times. Communication Research, 29(2), 180–207. 
  277 
Altschull, J. H. (1984). Agents of power: The role of the news media in human 
affairs. New York: Longman. 
Amin, A. (2011, December 17). Dawn or dusk: A new chapter in Iraq. The Kurdish 
Globe, p. 2. 
Amos, D. (2010). Confusion, contradiction and irony: The Iraqi media in 2010 (No. 
D-58). Harvard. Retrieved from http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-
3:HUL.InstRepos:4421401 
Ansolabehere, S., Lessem, R., & Snyder, J. M. (2006). The orientation of newspaper 
endorsements in U.S. elections, 1940–2002. Quarterly Journal of Political 
Science, 1(4), 393–404. 
APA. (2010). Ethical principles of psychologists and code of conduct. USA: 
American Psychological Association. 
Arabic.euronews.com. (2011, December 18). American troops leave Iraq after nine 
years. Euronews. Retrieved from 
http://arabic.euronews.com/2011/12/18/american-troops-leave-iraq-after-
nine-years 
Arango, T. (2011, December 16). U.S. marks end to a long war for an uncertain Iraq. 
The New York Times, p. A1. Baghdad. Retrieved from 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/16/world/middleeast/end-for-us-begins-
period-of-uncertainty-for-iraqis.html?_r=0 
  278 
Awad, A., & Eaton, T. (2013). The media of Iraq ten years on: The problems, the 
progress, the prospects. Policy briefing (Vol. 8). London, UK: BBC Media 
Action. 
Babalola, E. T. (2002). Newspapers as instruments for building literate communities : 
The Nigerian experience. Nordic Journal of African Studies, 11(3), 403–410. 
Bankole, O. M., & Babalola, S. O. (2011). Use of newspapers by students of Olabisi 
Onabanjo. Library philosophy and practice. 
Barkova, L. (2011). Challenges and rewards of teaching a newspaper Class. 
International Journal of Business and Social Science, 2(15), 71–74. 
Barranco, J., & Wisler, D. (1999). Validity and systematicity of newspaper data in 
event analysis. European Sociological Review, 15(3), 301–22. 
Batatu, H. (1982). The old social classes and the revolutionary movements of Iraq: A 
study of Iraq’s old landed and commercial classes and of its communists, 
Ba'thists, and free officers. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Baum, M. A. (2003). Soft news and political knowledge: Evidence of absence or 
absence of evidence? Political Communication, 20, 173–90. 
Bayley, P., Bevitori, C., & Zoni, E. (2004). Threat and fear in parliamentary debates 
in Britain, Germany and Italy. In P. Bayley (Ed.), Cross-cultural perspectives 
on parliamentary discourse (Vol. 10., pp. 185–236). Amsterdam,Philadelphia: 
John Benjamins Publishing Company. 
  279 
BBC News. (2007, January 12). The press in Iraq. Middle East News, p. 1. 
Caversham, southern England. Retrieved from http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-
/2/hi/middle_east/6256985.stm 
Beard, A. (2000). The language of politics. London: Routledge. 
Bednarek, M. (2016). Voices and values in the news: News media talk, news values 
and attribution. Discourse, Context and Media, 11, 27–37. 
doi:10.1016/j.dcm.2015.11.004 
Bell, A. (1991). The language of news media. Oxford: Blackwell. 
doi:10.2307/416501 
Bello, U. (2013). “If I could make it, you too can make it!” Personal pronouns in 
political discourse: A CDA of president Jonathan’s presidential declaration 
speech. International Journal of English Linguistics, 3(6), 84–96. 
doi:10.5539/ijel.v3n6p84 
Bennett, P. (2002). Semantics: An introduction to non-lexical aspects of meaning. 
München: Lincom Europa. 
Berelson, B. (1949). What missing the newspaper means. In P. Lazarsfeld & F. 
Stanton (Eds.), Communications research 1948-1949 (pp. 111–129). NewYork: 
Harper and Row. 
Berelson, B. (1952). Content analysis in communication research. New York, US: 
The Free press. 
Berger, P., & Luckmann, T. (1967). The social construction of reality. London: 
Allen/Penguin Press. 
  280 
Berkowitz, D. A. (1997). Social meanings of news: A text-reader. Thousand Oaks: 
SAGE Publications, Inc. 
Bielenia-Grajewska, M. (2009). The role of metaphors in the language of investment 
banking. IBérica, 17, 139–156. 
Blankenship, K. L., & Holtgraves, T. (2005). The role of different markers of 
linguistic powerlessness in persuasion. Journal of Language and Social 
Psychology, 24(1), 3–24. doi:10.1177/0261927X04273034 
Bo, W. (2010). The political perspective of the Iraqi Kurds after the US military 
retreat. Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies (in Asia), 4(2), 1–13. 
Bogart, L. (1969). Changing news interests and the news media. The Public Opinion 
Quarterly, 32(4), 560–574. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/2747737 
Bogumil, J., & Immerfall, S. (1985). Perceptions of empirical social research: To 
the self-understanding of social science experience process. Frankfurt / M: 
Campus. 
Bonyadi, A. (2011). Linguistic manifestations of modality in newspaper editorials. 
International Journal of Linguistics, 3(1), 1–13. doi:10.5296/ijl.v3i1.799 
Boykoff, M. T., & Yulsman, T. (2013). Political economy, media, and climate 
change: Sinews of modern life. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews Climate 
Change, 4, 359–371. doi:10.1002/wcc.233 
Bramley, N. R. (2001). Pronouns of politics : The use of pronouns in the 
construction of “self” and “other” in political interviews (Doctoral 
dissertation). Australian National University, Australia. 
  281 
Breeze, R. (2011). Critical discourse analysis and its critics. Pragmatics, 21(4), 493–
525. 
Brenton, A. L. (1993). Demystifying the magic of language: Critical linguistic case 
analysis of legitimation of authority. Journal of Applied Communication 
Research, 21(3), 227–244. 
Brown, G., & Yule, G. (1983). Discourse analysis (1st ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 
Bull, P., & Fetzer, A. (2006). Who are we and who are you? The strategic use of 
forms of address in political interviews. Text & Talk, 26(1), 3–37. 
Cap, P. (2008). Towards the proximization model of the analysis of legitimization in 
political discourse. Journal of Pragmatics, 40, 17–41. 
doi:10.1016/j.pragma.2007.10.002 
Caple, H., & Bednarek, M. (2013). Delving into the discourse: Approaches to news 
values in journalism studies and beyond. Reuters Institute for the Study of 
Journalism. Oxford: University of Oxford. Retrieved from 
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Delving into the 
Discourse_0.pdf 
Carter, K., & Aulette, J. (2009). Creole in Cape Verde: Language, identity and 
power. Ethnography, 10(2), 213–236. doi:10.1177/1466138108099590 
Cavanagh, S. (1997). Content analysis: Concepts, methods and applications. Nurse 
Researcher, 4, 5–16. 
  282 
Chen, S. (1997). Sociology of language. In Encyclopedia of Language and 
Education: Research methods in language and education (Vol 8, pp. 1-14). The 
Netherlands: Kluwer Academic Publishers. 
Cheyney, A. B. (1992). Teaching reading skills through the newspaper. Newark, US: 
International Reading Association. 
Chilton, P. (2004). Analysing political discourse: Theory and practice. London: 
Routledge. 
Chilton, P., & Schäffner, C. (1997). Discourse and politics. In T. A. van Dijk (Ed.), 
Discourse as social interaction (Vol 2, pp. 206–230). London: Sage. 
Chouliaraki, L., & Fairclough, N. (1999). Discourse in late modernity: Rethinking 
critical discourse analysis. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 
Chovanec, J. (2010). Legitimation through differentiation: Discursive construction of 
Jacques Le Warm Chirac as an apponent to military action. In U. Okulska & P. 
Cap (Eds.), Perspectives in politics and discourse (pp. 61–82). Amsterdam: 
John Benjamins Publishing Company. 
Chyi, H. I., & McCombs, M. (2004). Media salience and the process of framing: 
Coverage of the Columbine school shootings. Journalism & Mass 
Communication Quarterly, 81(1), 22–35. 
Cissel, M. (2012). Media Framing: A comparative content analysis on mainstream 
and alternative news coverage of Occupy Wall Street. The Elon Journal of 
Undergraduate Research in Communications, 3(1), 67–77.  
  283 
Cole, F. L. (1988). Content analysis: Process and application. Clinical Nurse 
Specialist, 2(1), 53–57. 
Conboy, M. (2010). The language of newspapers: Socio-historical perspectives. New 
York, US: Continuum International Publishing Group. 
Cordesman, A. H., & Khazai, S. (2012). Iraq after US withdrawal: US policy and the 
Iraqi search for security and stability. Washington, US: Center for Strategic & 
International Studies (CSIS). Retrieved from 
https://www.ciaonet.org/attachments/21016/uploads 
Cotter, C. (2010). News talk: Investigating the language of journalism. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 
Creswell, J. W. (2003). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed 
methods approaches (2nd ed.). USA: SAGE Publications, Inc. 
Crystal, D. (1995). The Cambridge encyclopedia of the English language. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Crystal, D., & Davy, D. (1980). Investigating English style. London: Longman. 
Curran, J., Salovaara-Moring, I., Coen, S., & Iyengar, S. (2010). Crime, foreigners 
and hard news: A cross-national comparison of reporting and public perception. 
Journalism, 11(1), 3–19. doi:10.1177/1464884909350640 
Cutler, D. (2011, December 18). Timeline: Invasion, surge, withdrawal; U.S. forces 
in Iraq. Reuters. Retrieved from http://www.reuters.com/article/us-iraq-usa-
pullout-idUSTRE7BH08E20111218. 
  284 
Dam, L. (2015). The functionality of personal pronouns in constructions of 
communities. Globe: A Journal of Language, Culture and Communication, 1, 
31–42. 
Daragahi, B. (2003). Rebuilding Iraq’s media. Columbia Journalism Review, 42(2), 
45–50. 
David, M. K., & Dumanig, F. P. (2011). National unity in multi-ethnic Malaysia: A 
critical discourse analysis of Tun Dr. Mahathir‘s political speeches. Language, 
Discourse and Society, 1(1), 11–31. 
Davies, M. (2008). Oppositions in news discourse: The ideological construction of 
“us” and “them” in the British press (Doctoral dissertation). University of 
Huddersfield, UK. 
De Fina, A. (1995). Pronominal choice, identity, and solidarity in political discourse. 
Text-Interdisciplinary Journal for the Study of Discourse, 15(3), 379–410. 
Deephouse, D., & Suchman, M. (2008). Legitimacy in organizational 
institutionalism. London: SAGE Publications. 
Denselow, J. (2011, October 25). The US departure from Iraq is an illusion. The 
Guardian. Retrieved from 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cifamerica/2011/oct/25/us-
departure-iraq-illusion. 
Denzin, N., & Lincoln, Y. (2005). Handbook of qualitative research (3rd ed.). 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
  285 
Dimitrova, D. V., & Strömbäck, J. (2005). Mission accomplished? Framing of the 
Iraq war in the elite newspapers in Sweden and the United States. Gazette, 
67(5), 399–417. 
Dor, D. (2003). On newspaper headlines as relevance optimizers. Journal of 
Pragmatics, 35, 695–721. doi:10.1016/S0378-2166(02)00134-0 
Downe-Wamboldt, B. (1992). Content analysis: Method, applications and issues. 
Health Care for Women International, 13, 313–321. 
Druckman, J. N., & Parkin, M. (2005). The impact of media bias: How editorial slant 
affect voters. The Journal of Politics, 67(4), 1030–1049. doi:10.1111/j.1468-
2508.2005.00349.x 
Duszak, A. (2002). Us and others: An introduction. In A. Duszak (Ed.), Us and 
others: Social identities across languages, discourses and cultures (pp. 1–28). 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
Dwivedi, P. K., & Pandey, I. (2013). Role of media in social awareness. 
International Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 1(1, August), 67–70. 
Eagleton, T. (1991). Ideology: An introduction. London: Verso. 
Elmadwi, H. M. (2014). A study of the significance of using newspaper as an 
instrument to develop reading and comprehension skills for learning of English 
as a second language. International Journal of English Language, Literature, 
and Humanities, 1(V), 56–74. doi:10.1007/s13398-014-0173-7.2 
Emmott, C., Sanford, A. J., & Morrow, L. I. (2006). Capturing the attention of 
readers? Stylistic and psychological perspectives on the use and effect of text 
  286 
fragmentation in narratives. Journal of Literary Semantics, 35, 1–30. 
doi:10.1515/JLS.2006.001 
Entman, R. M. (2010). Media framing biases and political power: Explaining slant in 
news of Campaign 2008. Journalism, 11, 389–408. 
doi:10.1177/1464884910367587 
Eveland, W. P., & Scheufele, D. A. (2000). Connecting news media use with gaps in 
knowledge and participation. Political Communication, 17, 215–237. 
doi:10.1080/105846000414250 
Fairclough, N. (1989). Language and power (1st ed.). Harlow: Longman. 
Fairclough, N. (1992a). Discourse and social change. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.  
Fairclough, N. (1992b). Discourse and text: Linguistic and intertextual analysis 
within discourse analysis. Discourse & Society, 3(2), 193–217. 
doi:10.1177/0957926592003002004 
Fairclough, N. (1995a). Critical discourse analysis: The critical study of language. 
London: Addison Wesley Publishing Company. 
Fairclough, N. (1995b). Media discourse. London: Edward Arnold. 
Fairclough, N. (1998). Political discourse in the media. In A. Bell & P. Garrett 
(Eds.), Approaches to media discourse (pp. 142–162). Oxford: Blackwell. 
Fairclough, N. (2001). Language and power (2nd ed.). London: Longman. 
Fairclough, N. (2003). Analysing discourse: Textual analysis for social research. 
London, UK: Routledge. 
  287 
Fairclough, N. (2006). Semiosis, mediation and ideology : A dialectical view. In I. 
Lassen, J. Strunck, & T. Vestergaard (Eds.), Mediating ideology in text and 
image : Ten critical studies (pp. 19–35). Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 
Fairclough, N., & Holes, C. (1995). Critical discourse analysis: The critical study of 
language. London: Longman. 
Fairclough, N., & Wodak, R. (1997). Critical discourse analysis. In T. A. van Dijk 
(Ed.), Introduction to discourse analysis (pp. 258–84). London: Sage. 
Fishman, J. (1997). The sociology of language. In N. Coupland & A. Jaworski 
(Eds.), Sociolinguistics: A reader and coursebook (pp. 25–30). London: 
Macmillan. 
Fishman, J. (1971). The sociology of language: An interdisciplinary social science 
approach to language in society. In J. A. Fishman (Ed.), Advances in the 
sociology of language Vol I (pp. 217–104). The Netherlands: Mouton, The 
Hague. 
Fiss, P., & Hirsch, P. (2005). The discourse of globalization: Framing and 
sensemaking of an emerging concept. American Sociological Review, 70, 29–
52. 
Fowler, R. (1986). Linguistic criticism. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Fowler, R. (1991). Language in news: Discourse and ideology in the press. London: 
Routledge. 
Fowler, R., Hodge, B., Kress, G., & Trew, T. (1979). Language and control. 
London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 
  288 
Franzosi, R. (1987). The press as a source of socio-historical data: Issues in the 
methodology of data collection from newspapers. Historical Methods, 20, 5–16. 
Fries, P. H. (1994). On theme, rheme and discourse goals. In M. Coulthard (Ed.), 
Advances in written text analysis (pp. 229–249). London: Routledge and Kegan 
Paul. 
Galantomos, I., Andreou, G., & Gourgoulianis, K. (2011). The content and language 
of newspaper articles related to the official ban on smoking in Greece. The 
Open Applied Linguistics Journal, 4, 1–8. 
GAO. (1996). Content analysis: A methodology for structuring and analyzing written 
material. US: PEMD: Program Evaluation and Methodology Division. 
Gauthier, G. (2007). Editorial argumentation in the American press: A look at the 
New York Times and Washington Post. Retrieved from 
http://www.com.ulaval.ca/fileadmin/contenu/docs_pdf/articles/articles_profs/
Editorial_Argumentation.pdf 
Gentzkow, M., & Shapiro, J. M. (2004). Media, education and anti-Americanism in 
the Muslim World. Journal of Economic Perspectives, 18(3), 117–133. 
Gentzkow, M., Shapiro, J. M., & Sinkinson, M. (2011). The effect of newspaper 
entry and exit on electoral politics. American Economic Review, 
101(December), 2980–3018. 
Gerber, A. S., Karlan, D., & Bergan, D. (2009). Does the media matter? A field 
experiment measuring the effect of newspapers on voting behavior and political 
opinions. American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 1(2), 35–52. 
  289 
Ghannam, N. (2011). Newspaper ideology: A critical discourse analysis of an event 
published in six Lebanese newspapers (Master thesis). University of the 
Witwatersrand, South Africa. 
Gitlin, T. (1978). Media sociology: The dominant paradigm author(s). Theory and 
Society, 6(2), 205–253. 
Gng, A. (2014). In the Name of God: The legitimation strategies on the use of Allah 
in the Malaysian media (Master thesis). Uppsala University, Sweden.  
Goddard, C. (1995). Who are we? The national semantics of pronouns. Languages 
Sciences, 17(1), 99–121. 
Golafshani, N. (2003). Understanding reliability and validity in qualitative research. 
The Qualitative Report, 8(4), 597–607. 
Grabe, M. E., Zhou, S., & Barnett, B. (2001). Explicating sensationalism in 
television news: Content and the bells and whistles of form. Journal of 
Broadcasting & Electronic Media, 45(4), 635– 655. 
Grigoletto, M. (2002). Personal pronouns in political discourse: Ideological 
implications. Crop, 8, 265–277. 
Halliday, M. A. K. (1971). Linguistic function and literary style: An inquiry into the 
language of William Golding’s the inheritors. In S. Chatman (Ed.), Literary 
style: A symposium (pp. 330–368). London: Oxford university press. 
Halliday, M. A. K. (1976). English system networks. In G. Kress (Ed.), Halliday: 
System and function in language (pp. 101–135). London: Oxford University 
Press. 
  290 
Halliday, M. A. K. (1978). Language as social semiotic. London: Edward Arnold. 
Halliday, M. A. K. (1981). Text semantics and clause grammar: Some patterns of 
realization. In J. E. Copeland & P. W. Davis (Eds.), The Seventh LACUS Forum 
(pp. 31–59). Columbia, South Carolina: Hornbeam Press. 
Halliday, M. A. K. (1985). An introduction to functional grammar (1st ed.). London: 
Edward Arnold. 
Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). An introduction to functional grammar (2nd ed.). 
London: Edward Arnold. 
Halliday, M. A. K., & Hassan, R. (1976). Cohesion in English. London: Longman. 
Halliday, M. A. K., & Matthiessen, C. M. I. M. (2014). Halliday’s introduction to 
functional grammar (4th ed.). London, UK: Routledge. 
doi:10.4324/9780203431269 
Hancock, B., Ockleford, E., & Windridge, K. (2009). An introduction to qualitative 
research. Nottingham, UK: The NIHR RDS EM/ YH. 
Hannabuss, S. (1995). The study of news. Library Management, 16(1), 29–35. 
doi:10.1108/01435129510076204 
Hanusch, F. (2008). The impact of cultural dimensions on language use in quality 
newspapers. Estudos Em Comunicação, 3(Abril), 51–78. 
Haque, N. U., & Sheikh, A. (1993). Newspapers and the concerns of society: 
Evidence from a content analysis (No. 12). Islamabad, Pakistan: The 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute. 
  291 
Hardy, C., Palmer, I., & Phillips, N. (2000). Discourse as a strategic resource. 
Human Relations, 53(9), 1227–1248. 
Hargreaves, I. (2003). Journalism. Oxford: Oxford university press. 
Harmston, G. (2003, May 14). Iraqis enjoy media bonanza. BBC News. Retrieved 
from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/3027145.stm 
Harris, R. (1980). The language makers. London: Duckworth. 
Hart, C. (2014). Discourse, grammar and ideology: Functional and cognitive 
perspectives (1st ed.). London: Bloomsbury. 
Hart, C., & Lukes, D. (2007). Cognitive linguistics in critical discourse analysis. 
Application and theory. Newcastle, UK: Cambridge Scholars Pub. 
Hasan, J. M. (2013). A linguistic analysis of in-group and out-group pronouns in 
Hosni Mubarak’s speech. Journal of Basrah Researches (Humanities Series), 
38(2), 5–24. 
Hearns-Branaman, J. O. (2009). A political economy of news media in the people’s 
republic of China. Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture, 6(2), 
119–143. 
Hjarvard, S. (2004). The globalization of language: How the media contribute to the 
spread of English and the emergence of medialects. Nordicom Review, 25, 75–
97. doi:10.2501/JAR -51-4-564-570 
Hodge, R., & Kress, G. (1993). Language as ideology (2nd ed.). London: Routledge. 
  292 
Holz, J. R., & Wright, C. R. (1979). Sociology of mass communications. Annual 
Review of of Sociolog, 5, 193–217. 
Hovey, B. (2003). Making the portland way of planning: The structural power of 
language. Journal of Planning History, 2(2), 140–174. 
doi:10.1177/1538513203252771 
Howard, R. (2010). Language, signs, and the performance of power: The discursive 
struggle over decolonization in the Bolivia of Evo Morales. Latin American 
Perspectives, 37(3), 176–194. doi:10.1177/0094582X10366537 
Hunter, J., & Cooke, D. (2014). Education for power : English language in the 
workplace. Power and Education, 6(3), 253–267. 
Hutchby, I. (2001). “Witnessing”: The use of first-hand knowledge in legitimating 
lay opinions on Talk Radio. Discourse Studies, 3(4), 481–497. 
Hynds, E. C. (1975). American newspapers in the 1970’s. New York: Hasting 
House. 
Iarovici, E., & Amel, R. (1989). The strategy of the headline. Semiotica, 77(4), 441–
460. 
Ifantidou, E. (2009). Newspaper headlines and relevance: Ad hoc concepts in ad hoc 
contexts. Journal of Pragmatics, 41, 699–720. 
doi:10.1016/j.pragma.2008.10.016 
Iggers, J. (1999). Good news, bad news: Journalism ethics and the public interest. 
Boulder: Westview Press. 
  293 
Isakhan, B. (2008). The post-Saddam Iraqi media: Reporting the democratic 
developments of 2005. Global Media Journal, 7(13), 1–25. 
Isakhan, B. (2009). Manufacturing consent in Iraq: Interference in the post-Saddam 
media sector. International Journal of Contemporary Iraqi Studies, 3(1), 7–25. 
Ismaeel, B. P. (2011, December 24). U.S. withdrawal: End or beginning of Iraq? The 
Kurdish Globe, p. 2. 
Ives, P. (2004). Language and hegemony in Gramsci. Ann Arbor, MI: Pluto Press. 
Jakes, L., & Santana, R. (2012, October 15). Iraq withdrawal: U.S. abandoning plans 
to keep troops in country. Associated Press (AP). Archived from 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/10/15/iraq-withdrawal-us-
troops_n_1012661.html 
Jandt, F. E. (2004). An introduction to intercultural communication: Identities in a 
global community (4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
Jeffrey, J. F. (2014, November 2). Behind the U.S. Withdrawal from Iraq. The 
Washington Institute. Retrieved from 
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/behind-the-u.s.-
withdrawal-from-iraq 
Johnson, C., Dowd, T. J., & Ridgeway, C. L. (2006). Legitimacy as a social process. 
Annual Review of Sociology, 32, 53–78. 
Jones, J., & Wareing, S. (1999). Language and politics. In L. Thomas (Ed.), 
Language, society, and power. London: Routledge. 
  294 
Jørgensen, M., & Phillips, L. (2002). Discourse analysis as theory and method. 
London, UK: SAGE Publications. doi:10.1177/0959354301114006 
Kassed, H. K., & Mustaffa, C. S. (2015). Agenda setting of Iraq image in Malaysian 
English newspaper. Asian Social Science, 11(2), 225–237. 
doi:10.5539/ass.v11n2p225 
Kellner, D. M., & Durham, M. G. (2006). Media and cultural studies: Keyworks 
(revised ed.). Oxford, UK: Blackwell. doi:10.1177/026858094009002003 
Khidhir, Q. (2011). U.S. ends its military presence in Iraq. The Kurdish Globe, p. 4. 
Kluwe, C. D. (2008). Free to follow the rules? A glimpse at the role of Iraqi media, 
past, present, and future. J. Transnational Law & Policy, 18(1), 109–130. 
Kondowe, W. (2014). Interpersonal metafunctions in Bingu wa Mutharika’s second-
Term political discourse: A systemic functional grammatical approach. 
International Journal of Linguistics, 6(3), 70–84. doi:10.5296/ijl.v6i3.5750 
Koyee, R. (2011). Iraq on the edge of possible sectarian violence. The Kurdish 
Globe, p. 5. 
Krippendorff, K. (1980). Content analysis: An introduction to its methodology. 
Newbury Park: Sage Publications. 
Krtalic, M., & Hasenay, D. (2012). Newspapers as a source of scientific information 
in social sciences and humanities: A case study of Faculty of Philosophy, 
University of Osijek, Croatia. In World Library and Information Congress, 78th 
IFLA General Conference and Assembly, Helsinki, Finland, 11-17 August 
2012.  
  295 
Kuttab, D. (2007). The media and Iraq: A blood bath for and gross dehumanization 
of Iraqis. International Review of the Red Cross, 89(868), 879–891. 
doi:10.1017/S1816383108000106 
Laitin, D. D., & Gómez, G. R. (1992). Language, ideology, and the press in 
Catalonia. American Anthropologist, New Series, 94(1), 9–30. 
Lakoff, R. (1973). Language and woman’s place. Language in Society, 2(1), 45–80. 
Larrazabal, J. M., & Korta, K. (2002). Pragmatics and rhetoric for discourse analysis: 
Some conceptual remarks. Manuscrito, XXV(2), 33–48. 
Lavrusheva, O. (2013). Discursive legitimation strategies in the media. Case study of 
the UK retail planning policy (Master thesis). Aalto University, Finland.  
Lean, M. L. (2007). AIDS and its associates: A discourse representation of the 
disease. Critical Approaches to Discourse Analysis across Disciplines, 1(1), 
19–35. 
Ledwell, C. (2013). Ideology no more: A discourse of othering in Canadian 
mainstream newspaper representations of the idle no more movement (MSc 
dissertation). University of London, UK. 
Lee, W. (2011). Ideology in address forms: A case study of two political talk shows 
in Taiwan. In The 23rd North American Conference on Chinese Lingusitics 
(Vol. 2, pp. 133–150), Oregon, US: University of Oregon, Eugene, OR. 
Leeson, P. T. (2008). Media freedom, political knowledge, and participation. Journal 
of Economic Perspectives, 22(2), 155–169. 
  296 
Lehman-Wilzig, S. N., & Seletzky, M. (2010). Hard news, soft news,“general” news: 
The necessity and utility of an intermediate classification. Journalism, 11(1), 
37–56. 
Li, M. (2009). The stylistic analysis of the magazine advertisement: Atkins chocolate 
chip granola bar. Asian Social Science, 5(9), 63–69. 
Library of Congress. (2006). Country Profile: Iraq. Washington. Retrieved from 
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/Iraq.pdf 
Lingwall, A., & Kuehn, S. (2013). Measuring student self-perceptions of writing 
skills in programs of journalism and mass communication. Journalism & Mass 
Communication Educator, 68(4), 365–386. doi:10.1177/1077695813506991 
Ljung, M. (2000). Newspaper genres and newspaper English. In F. Ungerer (Ed.), 
English media texts - past and present language and textual structure (pp. 131–
149). Philadelphia PA: John Benjamins. 
Lobe, J. (2011, October 23). Obama: Full Iraq withdrawal by Christmas. AlJazeera. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2011/10/201110237414635842.ht
ml 
Löbner, S. (2002). Understanding Semantics. London: Blackwell. 
Logemann, M., & Piekkari, R. (2015). Localize or local lies? The power of language 
and translation in the multinational corporation. Critical Perspectives on 
International Business, 11(1), 30–53. doi:10.1108/cpoib-02-2014-0011 
  297 
Londoño, E. (2010, August 19). Operation Iraqi Freedom ends as last combat 
soldiers leave Baghdad. The Washington Post. Retrieved from 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/08/18/AR2010081805644.html 
Loy, P. (1979). Content analysis of journal articles as a technique for historical 
research. Journal of the History of Sociology, 1(2, Spring), 93–101. 
Lozanov, G., & Spassov, O. (2011). Media and politics. Sofia: Foundation Media 
Democracy, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. 
Luke, A. (1997). Theory and practice in critical discourse analysis. In L. Saha, (Ed.), 
International Encyclopedia of the Sociology of Education (vol. 1, pp. 50-57). 
Oxford, UK: Elseiver Science Ltd. 
Lyons, J. (1977). Semantics 1 & 2. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
MacAskill, E. (2011, October 21). Iraq rejects US request to maintain bases after 
troop withdrawal. The Guardian. Retrieved from 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/oct/21/iraq-rejects-us-plea-bases 
Mahmood, M. A., Javed, S., & Mahmood, R. (2011). A critical discourse analysis of 
the news headlines of budget of Pakistan FY 2011-2012. Interdisciplinary 
Journal of Contemporary Research in Business (IJCRB), 3(5, September), 120–
129. 
Mahmood, R., Obaid, M., & Shakir, A. (2014). A critical discourse analysis of 
figurative language in Pakistani English Newspapers. International Journal of 
Linguistics, 6(3), 210–216. doi:10.5296/ijl.v6i3.5412 
  298 
Mak, T. (2011, December 15). Leon Panetta marks end of Iraq war. POLITICO.com. 
Retrieved from http://www.politico.com/story/2011/12/panetta-marks-end-of-
iraq-war-070480. 
Malmkjaer, K. (1991). The linguistics encyclopedia. London: Routledge. 
Martínez Lirola, M. (2014). Legitimating the return of immigrants in Spanish media 
discourse. Brno Studies in English, 40(1), 129-147. doi: 10.5817/BSE2014-1-7 
Maxwell, J. (1996). Qualitative research design: An interactive approach. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage. 
McCombs, M. (2002). The agenda-setting role of the mass media in the shaping of 
public opinion. In Mass Media Economics 2002 Conference. London, 28-29 
June 2002. London, UK: London School of Economics. Retrieved from 
http://sticerd.lse.ac. uk/dps/extra/McCombs.pdf 
McCombs, M. E., & Shaw, D. L. (1972). The agenda-setting function of mass media. 
The Public Opinion Quarterly, 36(2), 176-187. 
Mehta, N. K. (2010). English newspapers: Exploring innovative methodological 
paradigm: A study into classroom dynamics. Romanian Journal of Education 
(RoJEd), 1(1), 55–60. 
Meinhof, U. (1994). Double talk in news broadcasts. In D. Graddol & O. Boyd-
Barrett (Eds.), Media texts: Authors and readers (pp. 212–223). Clevedon, UK: 
Multilingual Matters and The Open University. 
  299 
Meyer, M. (2001). Between theory, method, and politics: Positioning of the 
approaches to CDA. In R. Wodak & M. Meyer (Eds.), Methods of critical 
discourse analysis (pp. 14–31). London, UK: SAGE publications. 
Molek-Kozakowska, K. (2014). Coercive metaphors in news headlines: A cognitive-
pragmatic approach. Brno Studies in English, 40(1), 149-173. doi: 
10.5817/BSE2014-1-8 
Molotch, H., & Lester, M. (1974). News as purposive behavior: On the strategic use 
of routine events, accidents, and scandals. American Sociological Review, 39(1), 
101–112. 
Montgomery, M. (2007). The discourse of broadcast news: A linguistic approach. 
NewYork: Routledge. 
Morse, J. M. (1991). Approaches to qualitative-quantitative methodological 
triangulation. Nursing Research, 40(2), 120–123. 
Mosco, V. (2008). Current trends in the political economy of communication. Global 
Media Journal, 1(1), 45–63.  
Mosco, V. (2009). The political economy of communication (2nd ed.). London, UK: 
SAGE Publications Ltd. doi:10.1080/14693062.2014.912979 
Muir, J. (1972). A modern appoach to English grammar: An introduction to systemic 
grammar. London: Batsford. 
Muqit, A. (2012). Ideology and power relation reflected in the use of pronoun in 
Osama Bin Laden’s speech text. International Journal of Social Science and 
Humanity, 2(6), 557–561. doi:10.7763/IJSSH.2012.V2.171 
  300 
Nautiyal, V., & Dabral, M. J. (2012). Women issues in newspapers of uttarakhand. 
Global Media Journal-Indian Edition, 3(1), 1–10. 
Nawaz, S., Bilal, H. A., Kalsoom, M., Fayyaz, Z., & Nayyar, H. (2013). Media 
discourse and their implicit ideologies. Asian Journal of Social Sciences & 
Humanities, 2(2), 328–337. 
NBC.com. (2010). Obama’s full speech: 'Operation Iraqi Freedom is over'. 
NBCNEWS. Retrieved from http://www.nbcnews.com/id/38944049/ns/politics-
white_house/t/obamas-full-speech-operation-iraqi-freedom-
over/#.WBaAMS197IU 
Neuendorf, K. A. (2002). The content analysis guidebook. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage. 
Neuman, W. L. (1997). Social research methods, qualitative and quantitative 
approaches (3rd ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 
Neuman, W. L. (2003). Research methods: Qualitative and quantitative approaches 
(5th ed.). New York: Pearson Education, Inc. 
Njeze, M. E. (2013). Use of Newspapers and Magazines in the Academic Pursuits of 
University Students: Case Study of Covenant University. Library Philosophy 
and Practice (e-Journal), 845(25 February). Retrieved from 
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/845 
Okorie, N., & Oyedepo, T. (2011). Newspaper reportage and its effect towards 
promoting agricultural development in Nigeria. Journal of Media and 
Communication Studies, 3(2, February), 27–32. 
  301 
Oktar, L. (2001). The ideological organization of representational processes in the 
presentation of us and them. Discourse & Society, 12(3), 313–346. 
doi:10.1177/0957926501012003003 
Oliver, P. E., & Maney, G. M. (2000). Political processes and local newspaper 
coverage of protest events : From selection bias to triadic interactions. American 
Journal of Sociology (AJS), 106(2), 463–505. 
Oyeleye, L., & Osisanwo, A. (2013). Expression of ideologies in media accounts of 
the 2003 and 2007 general elections in Nigeria. Discourse & Society, 24(6), 
763–773. doi:10.1177/0957926513486224 
Pace, J. (2011, December 12). Obama, Maliki chart next steps for U.S., Iraq. 
Associated Press. Retrieved from 
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700206243/Obama-al-Maliki-to-chart-
next-steps-for-US-Iraq.html 
Pam, K. J. (2012). A linguo-stylistic analysis of newspaper reportage on the 2010 
and 2011 crises in Jos: A case study of The Nation and This Day. AFRREV 
LALIGENS An International Journal of Language, Literature and Gender 
Studies Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, 1(1, March), 52–64. 
Patterson, T. E. (2000). Doing well and doing good: How soft news are shrinking the 
news audience and weakening democracy. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press. 
Patton, M. Q. (2002). Qualitative evaluation and research methods (3rd ed.). 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc. 
  302 
Pennebaker, J. W., Mehl, M. R., & Niederhoffer, K. G. (2003). Psychological aspects 
of natural language use: Our words, our selves. Annual Review of Psychology, 
54(1), 547–577. 
Pennycook, A. (1994). The politics of pronouns. ELT Journal, 48(2), 173–178. 
Pennycook, A. (2001). Critical applied linguistics: An introduction. Mahwah, NJ: 
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. 
Pennycook, A. (2004). Performativity and language studies. Critical Inquiry in 
Language Studies: An International Journal, 1(1), 1–19. 
Pierce, R. (2008). Research methods in politics: A practical guide. London: SAGE 
Publications Ltd. 
Polkinghorne, D. E. (2005). Language and meaning: Data collection in qualitative 
research. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 52(2), 137–145. 
Popp, R. K. (2006). Mass media and the linguistic marketplace: Media, language, 
and distinction. Journal of Communication Inquiry, 30(1), 5–20. 
Prasad, B. D. (2008). Content analysis: A method in social science research. In V. 
Lal Das, D.K. Bhaskaran (Eds.), Research methods for Social Work (pp. 173–
193). New Delhi: Rawat. 
Prat, A., & Stromberg, D. (2013). The political economy of mass media. In D. 
Acemoglu, M. Arellano, & E. Dekel (Eds.), Advances in economics and 
econometrics (pp. 135–187). Cambridge, New York: Cambridge University 
Press. doi:10.1017/CBO9781139060028.004 
  303 
Prior, M. (2013). Media and political polarization. Annual Review of Political 
Science, 16, 101–127. 
Puglisi, R., & Snyder, J. M. (2011). Newspaper coverage of political scandals. The 
Journal of Politics, 73(03), 931–950. 
Quirk, R., Greenbaum, S., Leech, G., & Svartvik, J. (1985). A comprehensive 
grammar of the English language (1st ed.). London, UK: Longman. 
Reese, S. D. (2008). Media production and content. In W. Donsbach (Ed.), The 
international encyclopedia of communication (pp. 2982- 2994). London: 
Blackwell Publishing Inc.  
Reinemann, C., Stanyer, J., Scherr, S., & Legnante, G. (2011). Hard and soft news: A 
review of concepts, operationalizations and key findings. Journalism, 13(2), 
221–239. doi:10.1177/1464884911427803 
Reyes, A. (2011). Strategies of legitimization in political discourse: From words to 
actions. Discourse & Society, 22(6), 781–807. doi:10.1177/0957926511419927 
Richardson, J. E. (2007). Analysing newspapers: An approach from critical 
discourse analysis (1st ed.). New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
Robinson, D. (2011, December 12). Obama, Maliki Hail “New Chapter” for Iraq 
Without US Troops. Associated Press. 
Rodríguez, M. J. G. (2006). Tracing context in the discourse of the media : Features 
of language-in-use in the British press. Revista Alicantina de Estudios Ingleses, 
19, 149–168. 
  304 
Rohizah, H. (2012). Media discourse and the production of meaning: Analysis of the 
Iraq war 2003 in Malaysian and British newspapers (Doctoral dissertation). 
Universiti Utara Malaysia, Malaysia. 
Roksvold, T. (2010). Changes in newspaper language explored as changes in cultural 
norms. Intercultural Communication Studies, 19(3), 104–111. 
Rousu, D. A. (2010). Iraq: A diverse media. Arab Media & Society, 10(Spring). 
Retrieved from 
http://www.arabmediasociety.com/articles/downloads/20100330132442_Rousu
_-_Iraq_for_PDF.pdf 
Rozina, G., & Karapetjana, I. (2009). The use of language in political rhetoric: 
Linguistic manipulation. Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi (Journal of Social Sciences), 
May(19), 111–122. 
RSF. (2003). The Iraqi media: 25 years of relentless repression. Paris, France. 
Retrieved from http://www.rsf.org/IMG/pdf/doc-1919.pdf 
Sadeghi, B., Hassani, M. T., & Jalali, V. (2014). Towards (de-)legitimation 
discursive strategies in news coverage of Egyptian protest: VOA & Fars news in 
focus. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 98, 1580–1589. 
doi:10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.03.581 
Saeed, J. I. (1997). Semantics. Oxford: Blackwell. 
Samad, D. (2013). A stylistic analysis of English newspapers of Assam with special 
emphasis on the Assam Tribune and the Sentinel. Language in India, 13(8, 
August), 138–152.  
  305 
Samaniego, E. (2001). Pragmatics and semiotics: The relevance of addressee 
expectations in the translation of newspaper texts. Revista Alicantina de 
Estudios Ingleses, 14, 249–279. 
Sandelowski, M. (1995). Qualitative analysis: What it is and how to begin? Research 
in Nursing & Health, 18(4), 371–375. 
Santana, R. (2011, December 14). Iraqis unable to defend their borders as U.S. exits. 
Alarabiya News. Retrieved from 
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/12/14/182533.html 
Schiff, F., & Francis, D. J. (2006). Organizational culture and its influence on the 
news: Class ideology in newspapers and chains. Quarterly Journal of Ideology, 
29(3-4). Retrieved from 
http://www.lsus.edu/Documents/Offices%20and%20Services/CommunityOutre
ach/JournalOfIdeology/Schiff%20Newspapers.pdf 
Schoenbach, K. (2005). Newspapers and their impact on the extent of the perceived 
public agenda. European Journal of Communication, 20(2), 245–258. 
Schudson, M. (2002). The news media as political institutions. Annual Review of 
Political Science, 5, 249–269. doi:10.1146/annurev.neuro.24.1.203 
Schwalbe, C. B. (2006). Remembering our shared past: Visually framing the Iraq 
war on U.S. news websites. Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication, 
12(1), 264–289. doi:10.1111/j.1083-6101.2006.00325.x 
  306 
Shahzada, G., Mahmood, A., & Uzair, M. (2012). Role of Pakistani English 
newspapers in promoting grammatical deviations from standard British norms. 
Journal of Educational and Social Research, 2(2, May), 415–429. 
Shoemaker, P. J., & Cohen, A. A. (2006). News around the world: Content, 
practitioners, and the public. New York: Routledge. 
Shoemaker, P. J., & Mayfield, E. K. (1987). Building a theory of news content: A 
synthesis of current approaches. Journalism Monographs, 103, 6-43. Retrieved 
from http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED284240.pdf 
Shoemaker, P. J., & Reese, S. D. (1996). Mediating the message: Theories of 
influences on mass media content (2nd ed.). New York, USA: Longman. 
Shojaei, A., Youssefi, K., & Hosseini, H. S. (2013). A CDA approach to the biased 
interpretation and representation of ideologically conflicting ideas in Western 
printed media. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 4(4), 858–868. 
doi:10.4304/jltr.4.4.858-868 
Shuaibu, U., Soye, H. A., & Sharndama, E. C. (2013). A stylistic analysis of the 
syntactic features and cohesive devices in the columnists’ use of English 
language in Nigerian newspapers. European Journal of Research and Reflection 
in Arts and Humanities, 1(1), 1-10. 
Smirnova, A. V. (2009). Reported speech as an element of argumentative newspaper 
discourse. Discourse & Communication, 3(1), 79–103. 
doi:10.1177/1750481308098765 
  307 
Soroka, S. N. (2006). Good news and bad news: Asymmetric responses to economic 
information. Journal of Politics, 68(2), 372–385. doi:10.1111/j.1468-
2508.2006.00413.x 
Sotillo, S. M., & Wang-Gempp, J. (2004). Using corpus linguistics to investigate 
class, ideology, and discursive practices in online political discussions. In U. 
Connor & T. A. Upton (Eds.), Applied corpus linguistics: A multidimensional 
perspective (pp. 91–122). Amsterdam: Rodopi. 
Stake, R. (1995). The art of case study research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
Stemler, S. (2001). An overview of content analysis. Practical Assessment, Research 
& Evaluation, 7(17), 137-146. 
Tafida, A. G., & Dalhatu, B. M. (2014). Using newspapers in teaching English as a 
second language. Journal of Educational Research and Reviews, 2(5), 61–65. 
Taiwo, R. (2007). Language , ideology and power relations in Nigerian newspaper 
headlines. Nebula, 4(1, March), 218–245. 
Takagi, S. (2009). Political and criminal discourses in Japanese and American 
newspaper articles : A study of representations in the news media based on 
critical discourse analysis. Journal of Language and Culture, Language and 
Information, 4(3), 53–74. 
The Kurdish Globe. (2011a). Biden assures Iraqi leaders of U.S. commitment. The 
Kurdish Globe, p. 4. 
The Kurdish Globe. (2011b). Iraq’s Zebari warns of foreign meddling amid crisis 
(Hoshiyar Zebari speaks to Reuters). The Kurdish Globe, p. 4. 
  308 
Thetela, P. (2001). Critique discourses and ideology in newspaper reports: A 
discourse analysis of the South African press reports on the 1998 SADC’s 
military intervention in Lesotho. Discourse & Society, 12(3), 347–370. 
Thomas, J. (1995). Meaning in interaction: An introduction to pragmatics. London: 
Longman. 
Thompson, J. B. (1984). Studies in the theory of ideology. Cambridge, UK: Polity 
Press. 
Timuçin, M. (2010). Different language styles in newspapers: An investigative 
framework. Journal of Llanguage and Linguistic Studies, 6(2, October), 104–
126. 
Tsfati, Y., & Cohen, J. (2013). Perceptions of media and media effects: The third-
person effect, trust in media and hostile media perceptions. In A. N. Valdivia, 
The international encyclopedia of media studies: Media effects/ Media 
psychology (1-19). London: Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 
doi:10.1002/9781444361506.wbiems995 
Urbanová, Z. (2009). The function of reported language in the discourse of 
newspaper reports. Topics in Linguistics, December(4), 82–89. 
Urbanová, Z. (2012). Direct and free direct forms of representation in the discourse 
of newspaper reports: Less frequent phenomena. Brno Studies in English, 38(1), 
39–54. doi:10.5817/BSE2012-1-3 
  309 
Uzair, M., Mahmood, A., & Raja, A. M. (2012). Role of Pakistani English 
newspapers in promoting lexical innovations. International Journal of Physical 
and Social Sciences (IJPSS), 2(6), 121–138.  
Vaara, E., & Monin, P. (2010). A recursive perspective on discursive legitimation 
and organizational action in mergers and acquisitions. Organizational Science, 
21(1), 3–22. 
Vaara, E., & Tienar, J. (2008). A discursive perspective on legitimation strategies in 
multinational corporations. Academy of Management Review, 33(4), 985–993. 
Vaara, E., Tienari, J., & Laurila, J. (2006). Pulp and paper fiction: On the discursive 
legitimation of global industrial restructuring. Organization Studies, 27(6), 789–
810. 
van Dijk, T. A. (1985a). Semantic discourse analysis. In Handbook of discourse 
analysis: Dimensions of discourse (Vol. 2, pp. 103–112). London: Academic 
press. 
van Dijk, T. A. (1985b). Structures of news in the press. In T. A. van Dijk (Ed.), 
Discourse and communication: New approaches to the analysis of mass media 
(pp. 69–93). Germany: Walter De Gruyter & Co. 
van Dijk, T. A. (1988). News as discourse. New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates, Inc. 
van Dijk, T. A. (1989). Structures of discourse and structures of power. 
Communication Yearbook, 12, 18–59. 
  310 
van Dijk, T. A. (1993). Principles of critical discourse analysis. Discourse & Society, 
4(2), 249–283. doi:10.1177/0957926593004002006 
van Dijk, T. A. (1995). Discourse analysis as ideology analysis. In C. Schäffner & A. 
Wenden (Eds.), Language and peace (pp. 17-33). Aldershot, 
UK: Dartmouth Publishing. 
van Dijk, T. A. (1996a). Discourse, power and access. In C. R. Caldas-Coulthard & 
M. Coulthard (Eds.), Texts and practices: Readings in critical discourse 
analysis (1st ed., pp. 84–104). London: Routledge. 
van Dijk, T. A. (1996b). Power and the news media. In D. L. Paletz (Ed.), Political 
communication in action (pp. 9-36). Cresskill, NJ: Hampton Press. 
van Dijk, T. A. (1998). Ideology: A multidisciplinary approach (1st ed.). London: 
SAGE publications. 
van Dijk, T. A. (2001a). Critical discourse analysis. In D. Schiffin, D. Tannen, & H. 
Hamliton (Eds.), The handbook of discourse analysis (pp. 352–371). Oxford: 
Blackwell. 
van Dijk, T. A. (2001b). Multidisciplanary CDA: A plea for diversity. In R. Wodak 
& M. Meyer (Eds.), Methods of critical discourse analysis (pp. 95–120). 
London: Sage. 
van Dijk, T. A. (2006a). Ideology and discourse analysis. Journal of Political 
Ideologies, 11(2), 115–140. doi:10.1080/13569310600687908 
van Dijk, T. A. (2006b). Politics, ideology, and discourse. In Ruth Wodak (Ed.), 
Elsevier encyclopedia of language and linguistics: Volume on politics and 
  311 
language (pp. 728-740). London, UK: Elsevier Ltd. doi: 10.1016/b0-08-
044854-2/00722-7 
van Dijk, T. A. (2008). Discourse and power. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
van Dijk, T. A. (2009). Critical discourse studies: A sociocognitive approach. In 
Ruth Wodak & Michael Meyer (Eds.), Methods of critical discourse analysis 
(pp. 62–86.). London: Sage. 
van Dijk, T. A., & Kintsch, W. (1983). Strategies of discourse comprehension. New 
York: Academic press. 
van Leeuwen, T. (1996). The representation of social actors in discourse. In C. R. 
Caldas-Coulthard & M. Coulthard (Eds.), Texts and practices: Readings in 
critical discourse analysis (pp. 32–70). London: Routledge. 
van Leeuwen, T. (2007). Legitimation in discourse and communication. Discourse & 
Communication, 1(1), 91–112. doi:10.1177/1750481307071986 
van Leeuwen, T. (2008). Discourse and Practice: New Tools for Critical Discourse 
Analysis. Oxford: Oxford University Press. doi:10.1093/acprof 
van Leeuwen, T., & Wodak, R. (1999). Legitimizing immigration control: A 
discourse-historical analysis. Discourse Studies, 1(1), 83–118. 
Vilarnovo, A., & Sánchez, J. F. (1992). Speech, text types and communication. 
Pamplona: Ediciones Universidad de Navarra. 
Wajnryb, R. (1988). Communicative use of newspaper texts in classroom reading: 
The read-ask-and-tell approach. Reading in a Foreign Language, 4(2), 107-118. 
  312 
Wales, K. (1996). Personal pronoun in present-day English. Cambridge, Great 
Britain: Cambridge University Press. 
Walgrave, S., & Van Aelst, P. (2006). The contingency of the mass media’s political 
agenda setting power: Toward a preliminary theory. Journal of Communication, 
56, 88–109. doi:10.1111/j.1460-2466.2006.00005.x 
Weber, R. P. (1990). Basic content analysis (2nd ed.). Newbury Park, CA: Sage 
Publications. 
Weiss, G., & Wodak, R. (2003). Theory and interdisciplinarity in critical discourse 
analysis: An introduction. In G. Weiss & R. Wodak (Eds.), Theory 
interdisciplinarity in critical discourse analysis (pp. 1–34). London: 
Palgrave/Macmillan. 
Wholey, J., Hatry, H., & Newcomer, K. (2004). Handbook of practical program 
evaluation. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 
Wilson, J. (1990). Politically speaking: The pragmatic analysis of political language. 
Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 
Wilson, R. M., & Barnes, M. M. (1975). Using newspapers to teach reading skills: A 
report to ANPA (American Newspaper Publishers Association) Foundation. 
Retrieved from http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED103835.pdf 
Winter, W. (1969). Styles as dialects. In L. Dolezel & R. W. Bailey (Eds.), Statistics 
and style (pp. 3–9). New York: American Elsevier publishing company. 
Wodak, R. (1989). Language power and ideology: Studies in political discourse. 
London: Benjamin Publishing Company. 
  313 
Wodak, R. (2000). Recontextualisation and the transformation of meaning: A critical 
discourse analysis of decision making in EU-meetings about employment 
policies. In S. Sarangi & M. Coulthard (Eds.), Discourse and social life (pp. 
185–206). Harlow, UK: Pearson education. 
Wodak, R. (2001). What CDA is about – a summary of its history, important 
concepts and its developments. In R. Wodak & M. Meyer (Eds.), Methods of 
critical discourse analysis (pp. 1–13). London: Sage. 
Wodak, R. (2005). A new agenda in (critical) discourse analysis theory, 
methodology and interdisciplinarity. Philadelphia: J. Benjamins Pub. Co. 
Wodak, R. (2013). Critical discourse analysis (1st ed.). London: Sage. 
Wodak, R., & Busch, B. (2004). Approaches to media texts. In J. Downing (Ed.), 
The Sage handbook of media studies (pp. 105–122). London: Sage. 
Wodak, R., & Meyer, M. (2009). Critical discourse analysis: History, agenda, theory, 
and methodology. In Methods of critical discourse analysis (2nd ed., pp. 1–33). 
London: Sage. 
Wolcott, H. F. (1994). Transforming qualitative data: Description, analysis, and 
interpretation. London: Sage. 
Woods, P. (2006). Successful writing for qualitative researchers. New York, USA: 
Routledge. 
Yalibnan.com. (2011, December 31). Maliki credits Iraqis with the overthrow of 
Saddam Hussein. Yalibnan. Retrieved from 
  314 
http://yalibnan.com/2011/12/31/maliki-credits-iraqis-with-the-overthrow-of-
saddam-hussein/ 
Yılmaz, M., & Kirazoluğu, O. (2014). The effect of dominant ideology on media: 
The Syria case. The European Journal of Social & Behavioural Sciences, 10(3), 
1527–1541. 
Youssefi, K., Kanani, A. B., & Shojaei, A. (2013). Ideological or international 
move? A critical discourse analysis toward the representation of Iran sanctions 
in Western printed media. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 4(6), 
1343–1350. doi:10.4304/jltr.4.6.1343-1350 
Zaidi, A. (2012). Language of ideology/ideology of language: Notes on theory and 
practice. Journal of Postcolonial Cultures and Societies, 3(1), 71–88.  
Zanger, M. (2005). Iraq’s emerging press. Nieman Reports, 59(4), 106–109. 
Zelizer, B. (2004). Taking journalism seriously: News and the academy. USA: 
SAGE Publications, Inc. 
Zhang, Y., & Wildemuth, B. M. (2009). Qualitative analysis of content. In B. 
Wildemuth (Ed.), Applications of social research methods to questions in 
information and library science (pp. 308–319). Westport, CT: Libraries 
Unlimited. 
 
 
  315 
Appendix A 
News Stories Selected as Sample of Analysis  
1. Biden assures Iraqi leaders of U.S. commitment (Article) (December 03, 2011) 
U.S. vice president meets with Kurdistan Region President 
1. U.S. Vice President Joe Biden assured Iraqi leaders the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces does not mean the end of his government’s support for Iraq but that 
both sides will remain tied based on their strategic agreement.  
2. "It is true the U.S. forces will pull out of Iraq, but the United States' 
commitment towards Iraq and Kurdistan Region will remain present," Biden 
said.  
3. On the last day of his visit to Iraq to mark the end of the Iraq War, Biden 
arrived in Erbil on Dec. 1 to meet with Kurdistan Region President Massoud 
Barzani and KRG Prime Minister Barham Salih. President Barzani said the 
Kurdistan people greatly appreciate the sacrifices made by U.S. forces to help 
topple the "dictator regime" and in "establishing a federal democratic system" 
in Iraq. Furthermore, both sides reaffirmed they will develop political and 
diplomatic relations between the U.S. and Iraq and Kurdistan Region.  
4. Before traveling to Erbil, Biden officially celebrated the end of the Iraq War 
and said the two countries are now in a new phase of their ties. He 
highlighted that the remaining 13,000 U.S. soldiers will pull out by the end of 
the year. "Our troops... are leaving Iraq and we are embarking on a new path 
together, a new phase in this relationship... between two sovereign nations".  
5. He [Biden] said the committee [the U.S.-Iraq Higher Coordinating 
Committee] would be the centerpiece of U.S. and Iraqi efforts to build their 
relationship, notably in security issues such as training, intelligence and 
counter-terrorism.  
6. "We kept our promise to withdraw from Iraq's cities in 2009. We kept our 
promise to end our combat mission in the summer of 2010," said the U.S. 
vice president. "And now, we are keeping our promise we made back in 2008 
to remove our troops from Iraq by the end of this year, and they will be 
removed”.  
7. “Drawing down our forces is not only in the best interest of Iraq, but it's in 
the best interest of the United States of America as well, and the best interest 
of the relationship.” [said the U.S. vice president]. 
2. Dawn or dusk: A new chapter in Iraq (Editorial) by Azad Amin (December 
17, 2011) 
1. The flag of American military forces in Iraq was lowered in Baghdad during 
an official ceremony, bringing nearly nine years of U.S. military operations in 
Iraq to a formal end. At its peak, U.S. troops numbered 170,000; now, only 
4,000 remain for another two weeks. With the U.S. troop withdrawal, a new 
chapter begins in Iraq.  
2. Despite the celebratory tons of U.S. and Iraqi officials, the future of Iraq 
without U.S. troops is very uncertain and prone to sectarian and ethnic 
conflict with regional interference in Iraqi political affairs.  
3. U.S. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told troops the mission was worth the 
cost in blood and dollars: "After a lot of blood spilled by Iraqis and 
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Americans, the mission of an Iraq that could govern and secure itself has 
become real."  
4. In a speech in North Carolina to troops just returning from Iraq, U.S. 
President Barack Obama said that they had helped to build "a sovereign, 
stable and self-reliant Iraq, with a representative government that was elected 
by its people."  
5. Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Hussain al-Shahristani said Iraqis were glad that 
U.S. troops were leaving. "I think we are all happy that the American soldiers 
are returning home safely to their families, and we are also confident that the 
Iraqi people and their armed forces and police are in a position now to take 
care of their own security." 
6. The deep-riding conflicts of interest amongst the various components of Iraq 
have yet to be settled. The major fault lines between Sunnis and Shiites on 
power issues and between the Kurds and Arabs on territorial as well as 
sovereignty issues have not been resolved, and the Iraqi Constitution still 
remains no more than a nicely written piece of paper. Interferences in Iraqi 
affairs by regional powers are adding extra fuel to the existing internal strife 
that can blow up at any time. Iraq is still an arena of powers’ game table for 
regional hegemony and regional interests.  
7. The only thing that is certain in Iraq is that the future of Iraq is very 
uncertain.  
8. The Arab Spring, which turned fundamental blocks of the Middle East upside 
down, is coupled with unfolding regional developments on Iraq’s borders 
particularly that of Syria and growing tension between Iran and the U.S. and 
Israel also have serious potential to upset the already-fragile political system 
in Iraq. 
3. U.S. ends its military presence in Iraq (Article) By Qassim Khidhir (December 
17, 2011) 
1. Kurds remain publicly silent over the U.S. withdrawal, but they are not happy 
about it. 
2. The U.S. invasion was the best thing ever happened to Iraqi Kurds. Their 
bloodiest enemy, Saddam Hussein, who murdered Kurds en masse via 
genocide, was removed from power. Their region was recognized as a federal 
region in the new Iraq Constitution, and it now has its own Parliament, 
government and president. The region has developed rapidly since 2003, and 
vast, giant construction projects are now everywhere. The differences 
between Kurdistan before 2003 and after 2003 are enormous. 
3. "When Saddam Hussein was in power we did not have any hope. We were 
landlocked from the outside and inside of Iraq," said Farouq Muhammad, 34, 
an engineer in Erbil, the capital city of Iraqi Kurdistan Region.  
4. Muhammad said the invasion of Iraq was really liberation for Kurdish people. 
But he is worried about the U.S. withdrawal and he fears clashes between 
Kurds and Arabs over disputed areas. 
5. The issue of disputed areas has not been resolved between Baghdad and 
Erbil. Kurds believe these areas historically belong to Kurdistan and must be 
under the control of the Kurdish government. Due to sensitivity, a joint force 
of Kurds, Arabs and Americans was providing security to the areas. The joint 
force was established because Kurds and Arab forces do not trust each other. 
There are a small number of U.S. troops that still remain in the disputed 
areas. 
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6. Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari said the U.S. is only ending it is 
military presence in Iraq, but will remain very active and strong politically in 
the country.  
7. U.S. has the largest embassy in the world in Baghdad. It announced that the 
current number of its employees is about 15,000, indicating that this number 
is similar to the number of employees at U.S. embassies in several countries. 
Beside the embassy, the U.S. has consulates in Basra, Kirkuk and Erbil. 
8. Iraq is facing a lot of challenges. Iraq of 2011 may be safer and calmer than 
that of 2004-2007, but whether this calm equally calms the citizens' nerves 
remains to be seen.  
9. According to varying estimates in the West, the number of civilian casualties 
in Iraq this year is similar to its counterpart in Afghanistan.  
10. While the Iraqi armed forces number 700,000 troops, their missions have 
been doubled with the American withdrawal and their abilities are still 
limited.  
11. As long as 170,000 U.S. soldiers operated in the country, the Iraqi 
government was exempt from having to worry about its borders. But now, 
many fear that without air defense the long borderlines with Iran, Turkey, and 
Syria could turn Iraq into easy prey for anyone aiming at causing violent 
skirmishes along those borders. 
12. Iraq has ordered billions of dollars’ worth of military equipment, including F-
16 warplanes, but it will take years for those supplies to arrive, with Iraqis 
estimating that it would take a full ten years before they're fully assimilated 
into the military.  
13. "They'll face challenges from terrorism; they'll face challenges from those 
that would want to divide their country. They'll face challenges from just the 
test of democracy, a new democracy and trying to make it work. But the fact 
is, we have given them the opportunity to be able to succeed," said U.S. 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, during an unannounced visit to Baghdad on 
December 15th.  
14. Kurdistan Prime Minister Barham Salih said some groups inside Iraq, 
including the Kurds, requested that the U.S. extend their presence inside Iraq 
beyond 2011.  
15. But the Kurds are required to abide by the agreement between the Baghdad 
government and the U.S., which set withdrawal at the end of 2011. "Iraq is 
much better without Saddam Hussein. Toppling Iraq has given Iraqis a 
chance to build a democratic country,” added Salih. 
4. U.S. withdrawal: End or beginning of Iraq? (Editorial) by Bashdar Pusho 
Ismaeel (December 24, 2011) 
1. As the last convoy of U.S. troops trickled over the deserts southern Iraqi 
border, the move was met with contrasting emotions, much like the overall 
U.S. experience a little shy of nine years. 
2. For many in Iraq, the image of seeing their “occupiers” leave became a long-
time nationalist dream.  
3. Fast forward nine years: 4,500 lost lives and expenditure fast approaching a 
trillion dollars that has crippled U.S. foreign policy image and dented the 
U.S. economy, the U.S. was arguably as keen to leave as it was to enter. 
4. Many placed direct blame on much of the unfolding crisis over the years in 
Iraq on America, but as the future will prove the U.S. is not responsible for 
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every Iraqi misfortune and that perhaps America did well to stave off many 
obstacles. 
5. The downfall of Saddam Hussein and subsequent invasion of Iraq only 
opened a hornet’s nest; the nest was placated many decades before with the 
artificial creation of Iraq. The lid was simply held firm by the iron grip of 
Saddam; once opened, the Americans struggled relentlessly to keep grip 
whilst under immense international spotlight. 
6. It is time for the Iraqi political actors to take accountability and responsibility 
for the current situation in Iraq.  
7. Iraq has had a sovereign government for many years, has now held two 
national elections, implemented a national constitution and has a large 
security force at its disposal that has been in practical control of the streets 
long before the U.S. withdrawal. 
8. History will prove that America never really got the credit it deserved. It 
made huge sacrifices whilst Iraqi politicians have constantly failed to deliver. 
It pulled Iraq from the brink of all-out sectarian war in 2007 with the promise 
of thousands of more troops as part of the surge strategy, but the Iraqi leaders 
again failed to keep their promises and their end of the bargain. 
9. It is by no means to say that the U.S. adventure in Iraq should be marked as a 
shining glory. The two Washington administrations, particularly that of 
George W. Bush, will be the first to admit that Iraq was an Achilles heel and 
in the case of Bush the hammer blow to the credibility of the his tenure. In 
hindsight, the U.S.is more than likely to have done things differently and will 
have a bitter taste in its mouth as some events backfired. 
10. However, as the old saying goes, you can take a horse to water but you 
cannot make it drink. Iraq has had many historical milestones and 
achievements but has successfully failed to capitalize on any positive motions 
created. The bottom line is that deep sectarianism, a clear ethnic divide and 
above all profound historical mistrust and animosity have severely 
handicapped any chance of national reconciliation and genuine progression in 
Iraq. 
11. As soon as the U.S. forces formally withdrew, fierce debate ensued about the 
legacy that they left behind. One thing for sure is that the positive picture of 
the current climate in Iraq that the U.S. was hoping to promote did not take 
long to shatter. 
12. A day later, Iraq become embroiled in a new sectarian and political crisis as 
an arrest warrant was issued for Iraq's Sunni Vice President, Tariq al-
Hashemmi, and a number of other Sunni figures, on terror-related charges. 
This is in addition to controversy around Deputy Prime Minister Saleh al-
Mutlak, whose criticism of Maliki’s dictatorial tendencies left him clinging 
on to his position as Maliki sought a vote of no confidence against him. 
13. People have warned about the fragility of the current coalition, but the 
coalition has been anything but stable and harmonious since its much-delayed 
inception. Over a year later and key ministries still remain in so-called 
temporary hands. Iyyad Allawi, the head of al-Iraqiya, has had an ongoing 
political rift and escalating war of words with Maliki, accusing him of 
monopolization of power and reneging on the Erbil agreement. As the current 
crisis has escalated, an already bewildered al-Iraqiya decided to boycott 
Parliament.  
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14. Renewed sectarian bloodshed coupled with a collapse of the current 
government may place Iraq in a point of no return and without a bailout from 
the U.S. this time around. 
15. It is easy to overlook that Sunni Sahwa councils were a significant factor in 
the decline of violence, and they still remain a localized Sunni tool rather 
than a national possession. Without a balanced security apparatus, Iraq will 
have three different armies guarding each of the major factions of Iraq. The 
Sunni-Shiite power struggle is also exhibited in the increasing ploy of largely 
Sunni provinces to manipulate constitutional clauses and seek regional 
autonomy to place Maliki in a difficult bargaining corner and to safeguard 
their powerbases. While much of Iraq has been stuck in a rut, Kurdistan has 
enjoyed unprecedented progression much to the regular dismay than applaud 
from Baghdad.  
16. More than any other group, the Kurds were most disappointed by the U.S. 
exit that left them feeling anxious at hostile parties around them. 
17. Renewed sectarianism and friction in Baghdad will see the Kurds embroiled 
in a fresh nightmare that will only blight the attraction and evolvement of the 
region. Furthermore, the Kurds have been so busy helping construct 
successive governments in Baghdad and then helping to paper over the cracks 
that they have seemingly overlooked that Baghdad has seldom kept their end 
of the bargain and has gotten away without any real political repercussions. 
18. Kurdistan has waited for almost a decade for the return of Kirkuk and 
disputed territories, and has waited many years for key laws such as a 
national hydrocarbon law to be adopted. In reality, unless Kurdistan takes 
matters into its own hands and pushes Baghdad in no uncertain terms, it will 
wait yet another decade for the return of its lands. As kingmakers, Kurds have 
taken a tough-line position in negotiations over successive government 
formations, while Baghdad has dragged their heels in the commitments they 
have agreed to as part of the initial wooing of Kurdish blocs. 
19. Just as the jostling of power between Sunni and Shiites will come to the boil 
at some point, especially if the proviso of Parliament and politics is seen as an 
insufficient forum, then the increasing bitter relationship between Erbil and 
Baghdad will take similar suit if it indefinitely becomes stuck in a detrimental 
cycle. 
20. While much of how the proceedings play out is in the hands of the Iraqi 
leaders, the difficulties already inherent are only exasperated by the influence 
of neighboring countries. As the U.S. formally withdraws, the battle for 
influence in Iraq will only heighten. 
21. The Shiite-led government of al-Maliki openly sways toward Tehran and has 
defended the Allawite and fellow Shiite Syrian regime of Bashar al-Assad, 
while most of the Arab world has turned increasingly against him. All the 
while, Sunni neighbors such as Jordan and Saudi Arabia look anxiously at the 
alliances formed by Baghdad. As the Middle East has evolved greatly as a 
result of the Arab Spring, Iraq will need to greatly alter relations with its 
neighbors. At the same time, Kurdistan, which is already under great 
constraints due to the weary eye of its neighbors, strives for good relations 
with all sides and must not rely on the sentiments of Baghdad in achieving its 
nationalist ambitions. 
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5. Iraq's Zebari warns of foreign meddling amid crisis (Article) (Hoshiyar 
Zebari speaks to Reuters) (December 24, 2011) 
1. Iraq's foreign minister said on Wednesday Iraq would invite more regional 
meddling in the country's affairs if its leaders failed to solve quickly a 
political crisis between the Shi'ite-led government and Sunni rivals. "This 
aggravation is not in anybody's interests," Hoshiyar Zebari, a Kurd, told 
Reuters in an interview. "As long as your internal front is fragmented and not 
united ... others who want to interfere will be encouraged. That's why it is 
very important to deal with this crisis as soon as possible," he said. 
2. Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's Shi'ite-led government has sought the arrest 
of Sunni Vice President Tareq al-Hasheemi, accusing him of running a death 
squad, and demanded that parliament fire another rival, his Sunni deputy 
Saleh al-Mutlaq, after he compared Maliki to Saddam Hussein. 
3. The row, which erupted days after the last U.S. troops withdrew, could 
unravel Iraq's fragile power-sharing deal among Shi'ite, Sunni and Kurdish 
blocs. 
4. "This crisis came at the wrong time for Iraq. It came with the withdrawal of 
the last American troops," Zebari said. "The biggest challenge for Iraq after 
the U.S. forces' withdrawal is a political one, after that it is security." 
5. Neighboring countries must not be allowed to think they can fill the vacuum 
after the U.S. withdrawal to interfere in Iraq's affairs, he said. "We will not be 
a pawn in others' games." 
6. Iraq on the edge of possible sectarian violence (Article) by Rawaz Koyee 
(December 24, 2011) 
Kurds monitor Baghdad tensions closely 
1. The fragile Iraqi power-sharing government is under threat, as Sunni-Shiite 
sectarian squabbles start to erupt once again.  
2. Only a day after the U.S. troops’ departure from Iraq, almost nine years after 
the fall of Saddam Hussein, Shiites and Sunnis come face to face again, 
reviving fears of renewed sectarian violence. 
3. When the last U.S. convoy crossed into Kuwait, U.S. President Barack 
Obama said it was leaving a stable, self-reliant and democratic Iraq behind. 
Only a few days later, the country slipped back into a sectarian quarrel after 
the Shiite-dominated government issued an arrest warrant for prominent 
Sunni leader and Vice President Tariq al-Hashemi. 
4. The arrest warrant was issued for Hashemi on Dec. 19, charging him with 
running a hit squad involved in the assassinations of government and security 
officials. During a press conference in Erbil on Dec. 20, Hashemi described 
the charges that he was behind a plot to kill government officials as 
“fabricated and accused Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki of bringing the 
charges against him for political reasons. “Malliki is behind the whole issue, 
and all the efforts that were made to reach national reconciliation are now 
gone,” Hashemi told reporters. 
5. Before the warrant was issued, Hashemi visited Kurdistan to discuss the Iraqi 
post-U.S. issues with Kurdistan Region leaders, where he has managed to 
avoid arrest. The Iraqi prime minister has called on the Kurdish authorities to 
hand over Hashemi to the Iraqi authorities to face trial, but the Kurdistan 
Region refuses to turn him in. In a statement to Asharq Alawsat newspaper, 
head of Kurdistan Region presidency, Fuad Hussein, said Hashemi was still 
considered a suspect rather than a convicted criminal, and the issue of 
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handing him over to Baghdad authorities was not for him to address. 
“Hashemi visited the Kurdistan Region as Iraqi vice president to meet 
[Kurdistan’s President] Massoud Barzani. He is our guest and he is permitted 
to stay here as long as he intends to,” he added. 
6. The Sunni legislators suspended their attendance at parliamentary sessions 
and the Shiite’s power-sharing government. In reaction, Maliki threatened to 
take away nine cabinet seats held by Sunni bloc ministers and replace them 
with ministers from his own coalition, which further escalated the crisis. Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari said leaders need to bring a quick resolution 
to the disputes, warning that the crisis might encourage the regional powers to 
intervene in Iraq’s internal affairs. “As long as your internal front is 
fragmented and not united, others who want to intervene will be encouraged, 
that is why it’s very important to deal with this crisis as soon as possible,” 
Zebbari said in an interview with Reuters. 
7. For the Kurds in Iraqi Kurdistan Region, the potential squabble between 
Shiites and Sunnis after the U.S. combat forces pulled out from Iraq was 
anticipated. The Kurdish leaders have warned of possible sectarian conflict in 
the absence of U.S. troops in the country. 
8. Kurdistan Member of Parliament Abdul-Salam Barwary told The Kurdish 
Globe that escalation of the disputes between Shiites and Sunnis following 
U.S. troop withdrawal from the country was predicted. “We saw that coming. 
In the past two days, incidents were anticipated indeed, that is what is 
expected from the Iraqi leaders’ comprehension of politics.” 
9. As a part of Iraq and a partner in the entire Iraqi political process with the 
other Arab blocs, Kurdish leaders are keeping a close eye on the Shiite-Sunni 
tensions. “We monitor the situations very closely because we believe any 
positive or negative development in Baghdad will have implications for the 
Kurdistan Region as well,” Hussein told the media. After the fall of Hussein 
in 2003, at the time when Iraq was witnessing violent conflict between Shiites 
and Sunnis, Kurdish leaders played a mediating role between both sides, and 
played a key role in keeping Iraq united. Many Kurds were not pleased with 
this, preferring Kurdish leaders concentrate on Kurdish national rights rather 
than worrying about Iraq’s unity. 
10. “We Kurds kept Iraqi unity in 2003 when the country was devastated. What 
have we gained in return? Nothing. When the Arab leaders regained their 
strength, they turned their backs on our demands,” Harmman Ashty a student 
from Salahaddin University told the Globe. Ashty suggests the Kurdish 
policy-makers stay out of Shiites-Sunni conflict and try to come up with a 
road map to figure out how to resolve its disputed issues with Baghdad. 
11. The Iraqi Constitution’s Article 140, oil revenue, Peshmarga forces, and the 
budget and hydrocarbon laws are they key pending issues between Kurdistan 
Regional Government and Iraqi federal authorities and have remained 
unsolved for the past five years. Maliki did not show much faith in the 
Kurdish demands, after the Kurds lent their support to him to head the current 
Iraqi government. This raises the question of whether the Kurds should 
exploit the Sunni-Shiites conflict to push their quest forward or review its 
previous stances and choose another side. 
12. “The Kurds should act neutrally, by not putting all their eggs in the basket of 
one specific political bloc. The Kurdish leaders should exploit this chance in 
a way that is in the favor of their goals,” Firsat Sofy, a Kurdish political 
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analyst, told the Globe. When it comes to mediating Shiite-Sunni tensions or 
not, public opinion seems to urge political leaders not to jump in. Politicians 
and analysts take another view. Kurdish PM Barwary believes the Kurds 
should make their efforts toward stabilizing the political process in Iraq, as it 
is in the favor of the Kurdistan Region. He says this would preserve the 
Region’s prosperity. “Those who would think the Shiite-Sunni conflict could 
serve the Kurds’ interests have a short view, because as long as Kurdistan 
Region is a part of Iraq, stability favors the Kurds as well,” he said. 
 
(Amin, 2011; Ismaeel, 2011; Khidhir, 2011; Koyee, 2011; The Kurdish Globe, 
2011a, 2011b) 
 
